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METHOD AND SYSTEM OF COAL MINE
ROOF STABILIZATION

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 12/983,088, filed Dec. 31, 2010 (now U.S. Pat.
No. 9,080,444). U.S. patent application Ser. No. 12/983,088
claims priority from U.S. Provisional Patent Application No.
61/292,066, filed Jan. 4, 2010, and titled METHOD AND
SYSTEM OF COAL MINE ROOF STABILIZATION. U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 12/983,088 and U.S. Provisional
Patent Application No. 61/292,066 are incorporated herein
by reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

The present invention relates generally to a method of and
system for stabilizing a subterranean rock formation during
subterranean mining operations, and, in particular, but not
by way of limitation, to coal mine roof stabilization and
control.

2. History of Related Art

Mining for coal or other minerals located beneath the
Earth’s surface requires a variety of operational issues. In
particular, the structural integrity of a subterranean mine
(hereinafter referred to as a “mine”) is of great concern.
Longwall mining has been used to recover coal from
beneath the Earth’s surface for decades. Typically, longwall
mining refers to a process of removing coal from along a
face of coal or a stratified mineral deposit. Once the longwall
is exposed, a machine may be used to shear off a portion of
the face of the mineral deposit. The sheared off portion is
then removed, for example, by a conveyor belt.

Due to enormous pressure that is exerted by the surround-
ing rock formation above a mining tunnel, it is sometimes
difficult to maintain the integrity of a roof within the mining
tunnel. Various systems have been developed to increase the
stability of roofs within the mining tunnels. An exemplary
system includes a use of a plurality of hydraulic jacks, wood
supports, or steel supports secured between a floor and the
roof of the mine tunnel. Typically, the plurality of hydraulic
jacks are placed in a line along a face of the longwall to
reduce a likelihood of a cave-in and protect around an area
of the longwall face. As more of the face is removed from
the longwall, the plurality of hydraulic jacks are moved
closer to the face of the longwall in order to ensure stability
of the roof near the face of the longwall.

In some mining efforts, as the plurality of hydraulic jacks
are moved towards the face of the longwall, the portion of
the roof that becomes unsupported as a result of moving the
plurality of hydraulic jacks is allowed to cave-in. This area
is typically behind the plurality of jacks and away from the
direction of mining.

After it has been determined that enough of a coal seam
has been removed, it is desirable to remove the mining
equipment from the mining tunnel. In some mines, a sur-
rounding rock formation in which the mine has been created
may be weak or water saturated. Typically, weaker forma-
tions such as, for example, water-saturated sandstone do not
support very well when mining tunnels are formed beneath
it. In such mines, removing support structures such as, for
example, the plurality of hydraulic jacks used for longwall
mining, becomes very difficult and dangerous. Therefore, it
would be beneficial to provide a method of and system for
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supporting a surrounding rock formation above support
structures to facilitate removal of the support structures such
as, for example, hydraulic jacks from a takedown room for
a longwall mine.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In one embodiment, the present application relates to a
system for supporting a roof of a portion of a mine. The
system includes a first plurality of stabilizing members such
as, for example cables or directionally-drilled sacrificial
tooling (DDSTM) disposed above the roof at a first eleva-
tion. The first plurality of stabilizing members terminate at
a second elevation. The system further includes a second
plurality of stabilizing members disposed above the roof and
the first plurality of stabilizing members at a third elevation.
The second plurality of stabilizing members terminate at a
fourth elevation. The second plurality of stabilizing mem-
bers are disposed generally perpendicular to the first plural-
ity of stabilizing members.

In another embodiment, the present application relates to
a method of forming subterranean mineworkings. The
method includes installing a first plurality of stabilizing
members in a roof region at a first elevation. The first
plurality of stabilizing members terminate at a second eleva-
tion. The method further includes installing a second plu-
rality of stabilizing members in the roof region above the
first plurality of stabilizing members at a third elevation. The
second plurality of stabilizing members terminate at a fourth
elevation. The second plurality of stabilizing members are
disposed generally perpendicular to the first plurality of
stabilizing members. The method finally includes creating a
subterranean mine in a region of earth underlying the
supported roof region.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A more complete understanding of the method and system
of the present invention may be obtained by reference to the
following Detailed Description when taken in conjunction
with the accompanying Drawings wherein:

FIG. 1 is a schematic perspective view of a roof support
system according to an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a schematic top view of a roof support system
according to an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 3 is a side view of a bulb of a cable according to an
exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 4 is a table of typical cable specifications according
to an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of a fastener plate assembly
according to an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of two embodiments of a
cable fish hook end cap according to an exemplary embodi-
ment;

FIGS. 7A-7B are perspective views depicting injection of
grout into a borehole for securing a cable in the borehole;

FIG. 8 is a top view of a roof support system according
to another exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 9 is a top view of a roof support system according
to another exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 10 is a flowchart of a process for installing a roof
support system according to an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 11 is a schematic perspective view of a roof support
system according to another exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 12 is a top view of a roof support system according
to an another exemplary embodiment;
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FIG. 13 is a schematic diagram of a typical sacrificial
downhole motor of the type used in association with the roof
support system of FIG. 11 or 12 according to an exemplary
embodiment;

FIG. 14 is a table of typical specification of a sacrificial
drill rod of the type used in association with the roof support
system of FIG. 11 or 12 according to an exemplary embodi-
ment; and

FIG. 15 is a flow chart of a process for installing a
directionally-drilled sacrificial tooling (DDSTM) roof sup-
port system according to an exemplary embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF ILLUSTRATIVE
EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION

Various embodiments of the present invention will now be
described more fully with reference to the accompanying
drawings. The invention may, however, be embodied in
many different forms and should not be construed as limited
to the embodiments set forth herein; rather, the embodiments
are provided so that this disclosure will be thorough and
complete, and will fully convey the scope of the invention
to those skilled in the art.

FIG. 1 is a schematic perspective view of a roof support
system according to an exemplary embodiment. In a typical
embodiment, a roof support system 100 may be used in
various types of mines having varying ground conditions,
but is likely most applicable in mines having, for example,
relatively soft surrounding rock formations. In addition, the
roof support system 100 may be used in combination with
support methods such as, for example, cribbing, meshing,
roof bolts, and cable bolts. A first plurality of stabilizing
members is shown originating from a common location 112.
In a typical embodiment, an elevation of the first plurality of
stabilizing members is dependent upon, among other things,
the surrounding geological conditions. As a result, the first
plurality of stabilizing members may be located at any
appropriate elevation. In a typical embodiment, the first
plurality of stabilizing members may be, for example a first
set of cables 110 (1)-(7). In a typical embodiment, the first
common location 112 may be, for example, an area of a coal
mine that has already been established. The first set of cables
110 (1)-(7) is run through a first set of boreholes (not
explicitly shown) that may be directionally drilled through a
surrounding rock formation to a desired location.

In a typical embodiment, each of the first set of boreholes
are directionally drilled to pass over a takedown room 113
and are oriented generally perpendicular to a plane 114
located on a face of a coal seam 116. In a typical embodi-
ment, the takedown room 113 is essentially a room that is
used to recover longwall mining equipment. In some cases,
the takedown room 113 can be pre-mined ahead of a
longwall face. The takedown room 113 is typically created
by a plurality of individual shields that support a roof. In a
typical embodiment, each of the first set of boreholes is
located approximately 10 feet above a roof 115 of the
takedown room 113. In other embodiments, the first set of
boreholes may be located closer to or farther from the roof
of the takedown room 113. Placement of the first set of
boreholes above the takedown room 113 depends, for
example, on geology of overlying strata and geomechanics
of the surrounding formation. In some embodiments, the
takedown room 113 may not yet exist. An end of each of the
first set of boreholes (not explicitly shown) terminates past
the plane 114 of the face of the coal seam 116. In a typical
embodiment, each of the first set of boreholes includes a
collar (not explicitly shown) that is cemented into the
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surrounding rock formation at a beginning portion of the
first set of boreholes. The collar is typically installed prior to
drilling the first set of boreholes. In a typical embodiment,
the collar may be, for example, a piece of casing having, for
example, a diameter of approximately 4 inches and a length
of approximately 10 feet.

In a typical embodiment, each of the first set of boreholes
terminates approximately at least 40 feet past the takedown
room 113. Furthermore, in various embodiments, an end of
each of the first set of boreholes may terminate at an
elevation that is higher than a portion of the first set of
boreholes that passes above the takedown room 113. For
example, the first set of boreholes may pass approximately
10 feet above the takedown room 113 and have ends that
terminate at an elevation of approximately 40 feet above the
takedown room. However, in various embodiments, an end
of each of the first set of boreholes may terminate at an
elevation that is generally equal to a portion of the first set
of boreholes that passes above the takedown room 113. The
exact terminating elevation of the first set of boreholes is
dependent, for example, upon the surrounding geology. As
a result, any pre-determined terminating elevation could be
used to ensure that the first set of cables 110(1)-(7) are
secured into a competent rock formation.

The first set of boreholes may include any desired number
of boreholes, but typically includes a sufficient number of
boreholes to span a width of the face of the coal seam 116
while maintaining a reasonable spacing, such as, for
example, approximately 75 feet between each of the first set
of boreholes. In a typical embodiment, each of the first set
of boreholes is generally equally spaced from adjacent
boreholes; however, design considerations could alter the
spacing between of each of the first set of boreholes. In a
typical embodiment, each of the first set of cables 110(1)-(7)
is installed upon completion of its corresponding borehole.
However, depending on stability of the formation, each of
the first set of cables 110(1)-(7) may be installed after some
or all of the first set of boreholes have been completed.

In various embodiments, each of the first set of cables
110(1)-(7) may include a series of bulbs 111 spaced at, for
example, approximately 5 foot intervals along a length of
each of the first set of cables 110(1)-(7). The series of bulbs
are illustrated in FIG. 4 and will be discussed in more detail
below. The series of bulbs 111 are represented in FIG. 1 by
small circles on each of the first set of cables 110 (1)-(7). The
spacing of the series of bulbs 111 may be varied depending
on design considerations. In order to secure each of the first
set of cables 110 (1)-(7) within its respective boreholes, a
solution such as, for example, grout, may be pumped into
each of the first set of boreholes. As the grout hardens, each
of the first set of cables 110(1)-(7) becomes set within its
corresponding borehole. This process will be described in
more detail below. The series of bulbs 111, which become
surrounded by the grout, provide a greater contact surface
between the grout and the first set of cables 110(1)-(7),
thereby further securing each of the first set of cables
110(1)-(7) within the first set of boreholes.

Still referring to FIG. 1, in a typical embodiment, a second
set of cables 118 (1)-(5) originates from a second common
point 120. The second common point 120 may be, for
example, another area of the coal mine that has already been
established. The second set of cables 118 (1)-(5) is run
through a second set of boreholes (not explicitly shown) that
may be directionally drilled to a desired location. In a typical
embodiment, the second set of boreholes is drilled generally
perpendicular to the first set of boreholes and passes above
the takedown room 113 along the width of the coal seam
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116. In a typical embodiment, the second set of boreholes is
drilled at a height of approximately 15feet above the roof
115 of the takedown room 113, which is approximately Sfeet
above the first set of boreholes. Each of the second set of
boreholes spans the width of the face of the coal seam 116
and may, in various embodiment, terminate at an end that is
approximately 40feet higher than a portion that spans the
takedown room 113. However, in various embodiments, an
end of each of the second set of boreholes may terminate at
an elevation that is generally equal to a portion of the second
set of boreholes that passes above the takedown room 113.
The exact terminating elevation of the second set of bore-
holes is dependent, for example, upon the surrounding
geology. As a result, any pre-determined terminating eleva-
tion could be used to ensure that the second set of cables
118(1)-(5) are secured into a competent rock formation.

In a typical embodiment, each of the second set of
boreholes includes a collar (not explicitly shown) that is
cemented into the surrounding rock formation at a beginning
portion of the second set of boreholes. The collar may be, for
example, a section of casing having a diameter of approxi-
mately 4 inches and a length of approximately 10 feet.

In some embodiments, the second set of boreholes are
spaced, relative to the first set of boreholes, closer together.
For example, the second set of boreholes may be spaced
approximately 7.5 feet apart. After the second set of bore-
holes has been drilled, the second set of cables 118 (1)-(5)
may be run through the second set of boreholes. The first set
of'cables 110 (1)-(7) has been illustrated by way of example
in FIG. 1 as including seven cables 110 (1)-(7); however,
one skilled in the art will understand that any number of
cables could be used. Likewise, the second set of cables 118
(1)-(5) has been illustrated by way of example in FIG. 1 as
including five cables 118 (1)-(5); however, one skilled in the
art will understand that any number of cables could be used.
In a typical embodiment, the exact number of cables to be
used depends on factors such as, for example, the geome-
chanics and geology of the surrounding rock formation.

In a various embodiments, each of the second set of cables
118 (1)-(5) may include a series of bulbs 119 spaced at
approximately 5 foot intervals along a length of each of the
second set of cables 118 (1)-(5). The series of bulbs 119 are
represented in FIG. 1 by small circles on each of the second
set of cables 118 (1)-(5). In order to secure each of the
second set of cables 118 (1)-(5) within its respective bore-
hole, a solution such as, for example, grout, may be pumped
into each of the second set of boreholes. As the grout
hardens, each of the second set of cables 118 (1)-(5)
becomes set within its corresponding borehole. The series of
bulbs 119, which are surrounded by grout, provide a greater
contact surface within the grout and the second set of cables
118(1)-(5), thereby further securing each of the second set of
cables 118 (1)-(5) within the second set of boreholes.

Still referring to FIG. 1, the first set of cables 110(1)-(7)
and second set of cables 118(1)-(5) form the roof support
system 100. In a typical embodiment, the roof support
system 100 maintains integrity of the roof 115 of the
takedown room 113 by distributing the weight of the roof
115 to the first and second set of cables 110(1)-(7) and
118(1)-(5) and to the surrounding rock formation. With the
roof support system 100 in place, the roof 115 of the
takedown room 113 no longer needs to support all of the
surrounding rock formation above it. Instead, the roof 115 of
the takedown room 113 only needs to support a portion of
the surrounding rock formation. Now that the roof 115 of the
takedown room 113 is not required to support the entire
weight of the surrounding rock formation above the roof; it
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is more likely that the roof 115 may support its own weight,
thereby making it possible to remove a support system such
as, for example, a series of hydraulic jacks, from the
takedown room 113.

FIG. 2 is a schematic top view of a roof support system
200 according to an exemplary embodiment. In an exem-
plary embodiment, the roof support system 200 includes a
first set of boreholes 210 (1)-(9). The first set of boreholes
210(1)-(9) consists of, for example, 9 boreholes direction-
ally drilled through a surrounding rock formation 212 to
pass approximately 10 feet above a takedown room 215. In
some embodiments, the number of boreholes and the height
of the boreholes above the takedown room may be varied as
desired. As discussed above with respect to FIG. 1, each
borehole typically includes a collar that facilitates drilling of
the borehole. In various embodiments, a first borehole
210(1) and a second borehole 210(2) are directionally drilled
from a first location 213 while boreholes 210(3)-(9) are
drilled from a second location 214. In a typical embodiment,
a point of origin for each of the first set of boreholes
210(1)-(9) is a matter of design preference. In a typical
embodiment, the first set of boreholes 210(1)-(9) pass over
a takedown room at various angles. Such an arrangement is
in contrast to the embodiment shown in FIG. 1 where each
of the first set of boreholes (not explicitly shown) passes
over the takedown room 113 (shown in FIG. 1) with a
direction generally perpendicular to a face of the coal seam
116. In some embodiments, it may be preferable to drill the
first set of boreholes 210(1)-(9) as shown in FIG. 2, as it
allows for shorter boreholes to be drilled.

Still referring to FIG. 2, according to an exemplary
embodiment, a second set of boreholes 216(1)-(5) is shown
having 5 boreholes originating from a third location 217. As
discussed above with respect to the first set of boreholes
210(1)-(9), the point of origin for each of the second set of
boreholes 216(1)-(5) is a matter of design preference. In
alternative embodiments, the number of boreholes may be
varied as desired. In a typical embodiment, each of the
second set of boreholes 216(1)-(5) passes over the takedown
room 215 and terminates past the takedown room 113. In a
typical embodiment, the second set of boreholes are direc-
tionally drilled to pass approximately 5 feet above the first
set of boreholes 210(1)-(9).

In a typical embodiment, after the first and second sets of
boreholes have been completed, a stabilizing member such
as, for example, one of the first or second sets of cables 110
(1)~(7) or 118 (1)-(5) (shown in FIG. 1), may be run through
each of the first set of boreholes 210(1)-(9) and second set
of boreholes 216(1)-(5) and grouted in place as discussed
above. In various embodiments, each of the cables may
include a series of bulbs 306 with each bulb spaced approxi-
mately 5 feet apart. In various embodiments, the bulb
spacing may be varied.

FIG. 3 is a side view of a bulb of a cable according to an
exemplary embodiment. In a typical embodiment, a bulb
306 is operable to increase contact between a cable 307 and
grout to further secure the cable 307 within a borehole. In
various embodiments, a diameter of the cable 307 and the
bulbs 306 may be varied according to design requirements.

FIG. 4 is a table of typical cable specifications according
to an exemplary embodiment. In FIG. 4, a table 402 includes
examples of specifications that may be used with a cable
such as, for example, the cable 307 (shown in FIG. 3). In
various embodiments, other cables could, however, be used
where appropriate. As shown in the table 402, in various
embodiments, a typical cable may have a diameter between
about 0.5 inches and about 0.7 inches. In various embodi-
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ments, a typical cable may have a weight per 1000 feet of
between about 520 Ibs and about 1110 Ibs. Finally, in various
embodiments, a typical cable may have a breaking strength
between about 37,000 lbs and about 76,000 Ibs in tension.

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of a fastener plate assembly
502 according to an exemplary embodiment. In a typical
embodiment, the fastener plate assembly 502 is operable to
allow a cable 504 to be pre-tensioned to a set amount.
Pre-tensioning of the cable 504 enables the cable 504 to
function as, for example, an active support structure apply-
ing a forward load to the strata in the roof 115 (shown in
FIG. 1).

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of two embodiments of a
cable fish hook end cap. An exemplary single cable fish hook
400 includes a single cable 410 and a single cable end cap
412. The end cap includes a pair of barbs 414(1)-(2) that
stick out away from the cable 410 and are oriented generally
away from the endcap 412. In a typical embodiment, the
barbs 414(1)-(2) are formed such that, if compressed
towards the cable 410, the barbs 414 (1)-(2) tend to spring
back to the position illustrated. In various embodiments, the
single cable fish hook 400 may be disposed on an end of the
cable 410 to facilitate installation of the cable 410 into a
borehole. In some embodiments, it may be desirable to use
a pair of cables 422. In such embodiments, a double cable
fish hook 420 may be used. The exemplary double cable fish
hook 420 includes a pair of cables that include a double
cable end cap 424. In a typical embodiment, the double cable
end cap 424 includes a pair of barbs 426(1)-(2) that stick out
away from the pair of cables 422 and are oriented generally
away from the double cable end cap 424.

FIGS. 7A and 7B are perspective views depicting injec-
tion of grout into a borehole 452 according to an exemplary
embodiment. In a typical embodiment, a cable 448 using
either a single strand fish hook or a double strand fish hook
(illustrated in FIG. 6) may be inserted into the borehole 452
and secured therein. A hollow drill rod 454 is shown inserted
into the borehole 452. In a typical embodiment, the hollow
drill rod 454 is not inserted all the way into the borehole 452.
Instead, the hollow drill rod 454 is inserted so that a few feet
of the borehole remains. After the hollow drill rod 454 has
been inserted into the borehole 452, the cable 448, which has
attached to it a single strand fish hook 450 and a breather
tube 456, may be fed through the hollow drill rod 454, which
has a relatively smooth internal surface that facilitates the
passage of the cable 448. Once the cable 448 reaches the end
of the hollow drill rod 454 and enters into an end of the
borehole, barbs 458, which were slightly compressed within
the hollow drill rod 454, expand and press against an interior
wall of the borehole. With the barbs 458 pressed against the
interior wall of the borehole 452, a force that would other-
wise remove the cable from the borehole 452 instead causes
the barbs 458 to be driven farther into the borehole 452. With
the barbs 458 pressing against the interior of the borehole
452, the hollow drill rod 454 may be removed from the
borehole 452 without also removing the cable 448, which is
anchored to the borehole 452 by the barbs 458.

Still referring to FIGS. 7A and 7B, in order to facilitate
injection of grout into the borehole 452 to secure the cable
448 in the borehole 452, the breather tube 456 may be
secured to the cable 448. In a typical embodiment, a first end
451 of the breather tube 456 remains exposed at an entrance
to the borehole 452. A second end 453 of the breather tube
456 is secured to the end of the cable so that it reaches the
end of the borehole 452. The breather tube 456 may be, for
example, approximately %2 inch or approximately %4 inch
poly plastic line. After the hollow drill rod 454 has been
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removed, grout may be pumped under high pressure into an
annulus of the borehole 452 around the cable and breather
tube 456. As the grout begins to fill the borehole 452, air is
forced through the breather tube 456. After grout has
reached the end of the borehole 452, grout begins to flow
into the second end of the breather tube 456. Once the grout
begins to come out of the first end 453 of the breather tube
456, it is apparent that the borehole 452 has been filled with
grout and the pumping process is complete.

FIG. 8 is a top view of a roof support system according
to another exemplary embodiment. In a typical embodiment,
a roof support system 500 includes a set of boreholes 510
(1)-(13). In a typical embodiment, the set of boreholes
510(1)-(13) are drilled in a non-intersecting inter-layered fan
pattern. In this embodiment, the non-intersecting inter-
layered fan pattern is typically placed in advance of mine
tunnels in order to support a surrounding rock formation in
advance of multiple excavations. Similar to the embodi-
ments described above, each of the set of boreholes 510(1)-
(13) terminates at a higher elevation than a portion of the
borehole passing above the tunnels.

FIG. 9 is a top view of a roof support system according
to another exemplary embodiment. In a typical embodiment
a roof support system 600 includes a set of boreholes 610
(1)-(6). In a typical embodiment, the set of boreholes
610(1)-(6) are drilled in a narrow-fan arrangement. In this
embodiment, the narrow-fan arrangement is typically placed
above a single mine entry or a tunnel in order to support a
surrounding rock formation in advance of mining or tunnel-
ing. Similar to the embodiments described above, each of set
of' boreholes 610(1)-(6) terminates at a higher elevation than
a portion of the borehole passing above the excavations.

Referring now to FIG. 10, a flowchart of a process 700 for
installing a roof support system is shown. The process 700
begins at step 705. At step 710, a collar is installed into a
rock face at a location where a borehole will be drilled. The
collar facilitates use of drilling equipment to drill the bore-
hole. At step 720, the borehole is directionally drilled such
that a portion of the borehole passes generally perpendicular
to and approximately 10feet above a face of a coal seam. At
step 730, a hollow drill rod is inserted into the borehole such
that a space remains between an end of the borehole and an
end of the hollow drill rod. At step 740, a cable having a fish
hook end cap and a breather tube is inserted into the hollow
drill rod until the fish hook end cap enters the space and
barbs of the fish hook end cap engage the borehole. At step
750, the hollow drill rod is removed and the borehole is filled
with grout under high pressure until the borehole is full. At
step 760, the cable is tensioned after the grout has set. At step
770, steps 710-760 are repeated at additional locations to
form a first set of boreholes that spans the length of the coal
seam face such that each borehole passes over the face of the
coal seam in a generally perpendicular direction and such
that each borehole is laterally spaced about 75 feet from
neighboring boreholes. At step 780, steps 710-760 are
performed at new locations to create a second set of bore-
holes that cross over the first set of boreholes to form the
cable roof support system. Each of the second set of bore-
holes passes over the face of the coal seam at a height that
is approximately 5 feet above the first set of boreholes. At
step 790, mining equipment is removed from a takedown
room that is located beneath the cable roof support system.
At step 795, the process 700 ends.

FIG. 11 is a schematic perspective view of a roof support
system according to another exemplary embodiment. In a
typical embodiment, the roof support system 800 utilizes
directionally-drilled sacrificial tooling (DDSTM). In con-
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trast to the embodiment described in FIG. 1, the roof support
system 800 utilizes sacrificial drill rods which are first used
to create boreholes and then left in place as a roof support
structure. Use of DDSTM eliminates the need for a separate
operation of securing stabilizing members within previously
drilled boreholes. In a typical embodiment, a mode of
support associated with the roof support system 800 differs
from the roof support system 100 illustrated in FIG. 1. In the
roof support system 800, sacrificial drill rods act as beam
members that are capable of supporting bending; however,
due to the joints between drill rod lengths, the sacrificial drill
rods do not support the same level of tension as cables. Thus,
the roof support system 800 is best suited for use in soft
ground without a competent anchor stratum. In addition, the
roof support system 800 may be used in combination with
support methods such as, for example, cribbing, meshing,
roof bolts, and cable bolts.

Still referring to FIG. 11, in a typical embodiment, the
support system 800 may be used in various types of mines,
but is likely most applicable in mines having, for example,
relatively soft surrounding rock formations or mines where
a competent anchor stratum cannot be reached with conven-
tional means such as, for example, roof bolts. In a typical
embodiment, a first set of sacrificial drill rods 810 (1)-(7) is
shown originating from a first common location 812. In a
typical embodiment, the first common location 812 may be,
for example, an area of a coal mine that has already been
established. In a typical embodiment, an elevation of the first
set of sacrificial drill rods 810(1)-(7) is dependent upon,
among other things, the surrounding geological conditions.
As aresult, the first set of sacrificial drill rods may be located
at any appropriate elevation. In a typical embodiment, each
of the sacrificial drill rods 810(1)-(7) comprise a directional
drilling motor 811(1)-(7) affixed to an end. In a typical
embodiment, the directional drilling motors 811(1)-(7) are
utilized in combination with the first set of sacrificial drill
rods 810(1)-(7) to create a first set of boreholes (not explic-
itly shown) that may be directionally drilled through a
surrounding rock formation to a desired location.

In a typical embodiment, each of the first set of boreholes
are directionally drilled to pass over a takedown room 813
and are oriented generally perpendicular to a plane 814
located on a face of a coal seam 816. In a typical embodi-
ment, the takedown room 813 is essentially a room that is
used to recover longwall mining equipment. The takedown
room 813 is typically created by a plurality of individual
shields that support the roof. In a typical embodiment, the
takedown room 813 may be pre-mined or ahead of a
longwall face advance. In a typical embodiment, each of the
boreholes is located approximately 10 feet above a roof 815
of the takedown room 813. In other embodiments, the
boreholes may be located closer to or farther from the roof
815 of the takedown room 813. Placement of the boreholes
above the takedown room 813 depends, for example, on
geology of overlying strata and geomechanics of the sur-
rounding formation. In some embodiments, the takedown
room 813 may not yet exist. An end of each of the first set
of' boreholes (not explicitly shown) terminates past the plane
814 of the face of the coal seam 816. In a typical embodi-
ment, each of the first set of boreholes includes a collar (not
explicitly shown) that is cemented into the surrounding rock
formation at a beginning portion of the borehole. The collar
is typically installed prior to drilling the borehole. In a
typical embodiment, the collar may be, for example, a piece
of casing having, for example, a diameter of approximately
4 inches and a length of approximately 10 feet.
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In a typical embodiment, each of the first set of boreholes
terminates approximately at least 40 feet past the take
takedown room 813. Furthermore, in various embodiments,
an end of each of the first set of boreholes may terminate at
an elevation that is higher than a portion of the first set of
boreholes that passes above the takedown room 813. For
example, the first set of boreholes may pass approximately
10 feet above the takedown room 813 and have ends that
terminate at an elevation of approximately 40 feet above the
takedown room. However, in various embodiments, an end
of each of the first set of boreholes may terminate at an
elevation that is generally equal to a portion of the first set
of boreholes that passes above the takedown room 813. The
exact terminating elevation of the first set of boreholes is
dependent, for example, upon the surrounding geology. As
a result, any terminating elevation could be used to ensure
that the first set of sacrificial drill rods 810(1)-(7), having the
directional drilling motors 811(1)-(7) affixed to an end, are
secured into a competent rock formation.

The first set of boreholes may include any desired number
of boreholes, but typically includes a sufficient number of
boreholes to span a width of the face of the coal seam 116
while maintaining a reasonable spacing, such as, for
example, approximately 75 feet between each of the first set
of boreholes. In a typical embodiment, each of the first set
of boreholes is generally equally spaced from adjacent
boreholes; however, design considerations could alter the
spacing between of each of the first set of boreholes. In a
typical embodiment, the process of drilling the first set for
boreholes places both the first set of sacrificial drill rods
810(1)-(7) and the directional drilling motors 811(1)-(7)
there within.

In order to secure each of the first set of sacrificial drill
rods 810(1)-(7) within its respective borehole, a solution
such as, for example, grout, may be pumped into each of the
first set of boreholes. As the grout hardens, each of the first
set of sacrificial drill rods 810(1)-(7) and the directional
drilling motors 811(1)-(7) become set within each of the first
set of boreholes. This process will be described in more
detail below.

Still referring to FIG. 11, in a typical embodiment, a
second set of sacrificial drill rods 818(1)-(5) is shown
originating from a second common point 820. The second
common point 820 may be, for example, another area of the
coal mine that has already been established. In a typical
embodiment, each of the second set of sacrificial drill rods
818(1)-(5) includes a directional drilling motor 819(1)-(5)
affixed to an end. The directional drilling motor 819(1)-(5)
is utilized in combination with the second set of sacrificial
drill rods 818(1)-(5) to create a second set of boreholes (not
explicitly shown) that may be directionally drilled to a
desired location.

In a typical embodiment, the second set of boreholes is
drilled generally perpendicular to the first set of boreholes
and passes above the takedown room 813 along the width of
the coal seam 816. In a typical embodiment, the second set
of boreholes is drilled at height of approximately 15 feet
above the roof the takedown room 813, which is approxi-
mately 5 feet above the first set of boreholes. Each of the
second set of boreholes spans the width of the face of the
coal seam 816 and may, in various embodiment, terminate at
an end that is approximately 40 feet higher than a portion
that spans the takedown room 813. However, in various
embodiments, an end of each of the second set of boreholes
may terminate at an elevation that is generally equal to a
portion of the second set of boreholes that passes above the
takedown room 813. The exact terminating elevation of the
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second set of boreholes is dependent, for example, upon the
surrounding geology. As a result, any terminating elevation
could be used to ensure that the second set of sacrificial drill
rods 818(1)-(5), having the directional drilling motors 819
(1)-(5) affixed to an end, are secured into a competent rock
formation.

In a typical embodiment, each of the second set of
boreholes includes a collar (not shown) that is cemented into
the surrounding rock formation at a beginning portion of the
second set of boreholes. The collar may be, for example, a
section of casing having a diameter of approximately 4
inches and a length of approximately 10 feet.

In some embodiments, the second set of boreholes are
spaced, relative to the first set of boreholes, closer together.
For example, the second set of boreholes may be spaced
approximately 7.5 feet apart. In a typical embodiment, the
process of drilling the second set for boreholes places both
the first set of sacrificial drill rods 818 (1)-(5) and the
directional drilling motors 819 (1)-(5) there within. In order
to secure each of the second set of sacrificial drill rods 818
(1)-(5) within its respective borehole, a solution such as, for
example, grout, may be pumped into each of the second set
of' boreholes. As the grout hardens, each of the second set of
sacrificial drill rods 818 (1)-(5) and the directional drilling
motors 819 (1)-(5) become set within the second set of
boreholes.

Still referring to FIG. 11, the first set of sacrificial drill
rods 810(1)-(7) and second set of sacrificial drill rods
818(1)-(5) form the roof support system 800. With the roof
support system 800 in place, the roof of the takedown room
813 no longer needs to support all of the surrounding rock
formation above it. Instead, the roof of the takedown room
813 only needs to support a portion of the surrounding rock
formation. Now that the roof of the takedown room 813 is
not required to support the entire weight of the surrounding
rock formation above the roof, it is more likely that the roof
may support its own weight, thereby making it possible to
remove a support system such as, for example, a series of
hydraulic jacks, from the takedown room 813.

Referring now to FIG. 12, an alternative embodiment of
a roof support system 900 is shown. In contrast to the
embodiment described in FIG. 9, the roof support system
900 utilizes DDSTM in which sacrificial drill rods which are
first used to create boreholes and then left in place as a roof
support structure. In the embodiment of FIG. 12, a set of
sacrificial drill rods 910(1)-(6) are shown drilled in a non-
intersecting inter-layered fan pattern. In this embodiment,
the non-intersecting inter-layered fan pattern is typically
placed in advance of mine tunnels in order to support a
surrounding rock formation in advance of multiple excava-
tions. Similar to the embodiments described above, each of
the set of sacrificial drill rods 910(1)-(6) terminate at a
higher elevation than a portion of the borehole passing
above the tunnels.

Referring now to FIG. 13, there is shown a schematic
diagram of a sacrificial downhole drilling motor. In a typical
embodiment, a sacrificial downhole drilling motor 1300
includes, for example, a disposable power section 1302, a
disposable U-joint 1304, a housing 1306, and a disposable
bearing assembly 1308. In a typical embodiment, the dis-
posable power section 1302 provides power to the sacrificial
downhole drilling motor 1300. In a typical embodiment, the
disposable power section 1302 generates rotational
mechanical energy via a fluid pumped through the dispos-
able power section 1302 under high pressure. A working
fluid such as, for example, water or drilling mud is pumped
through, and out an end of, the sacrificial downhole motor
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1300 at a bit 1310. In various other embodiments, the
disposable power section 1302 may use other types of power
such as, for example, electrical. In a typical embodiment, the
disposable U-joint 1304 and the housing 1306 are capable of
articulating with respect to each other and with respect to the
disposable power section 1302. Such articulation allows the
sacrificial downhole drilling motor 1300 to be capable of
directional drilling. In a typical embodiment, the sacrificial
downhole drilling motor 1300 is designed to be embedded in
a subterranean formation such as, for example, a roof of a
mine, and left in place.

Referring now to FIG. 14, there is shown a table of
specifications of typical sacrificial drill rods. As shown in
table 1400, in various embodiments, a typical sacrificial drill
rod may have an outer diameter between about 2 inches and
about 3.5 inches, an inner diameter between about 1.8 inches
and about 3.1 inches. In addition, in various embodiments,
a typical sacrificial drill rod may have a weight per 10 feet
of between 42 Ibs and about 77 Ibs.

Referring now to FIG. 15, a flowchart of a process 1500
for installing a DDSTM roof support system is shown. At
step 1510, a collar is installed into a rock face at a location
where a borehole will be drilled. The collar facilitates use of
drilling equipment to drill the borehole. At step 1520, the
borehole is directionally drilled such that a portion of the
borehole passes generally perpendicular to and approxi-
mately 10 feet above a face of a coal seam. At step 1530, the
directional drilling motor and the sacrificial drill rod is left
in place in the borehole. At step 1535, grout is pumped under
high pressure through the sacrificial drill rod and out the end
of the directional drilling motor. At step 1540, the borehole
annulus and the drill rod are filled with grout under high
pressure until the borehole is full. At step 1550, steps
1510-1540 are repeated at additional locations to form a first
set of boreholes that spans the length of the coal seam face
such that each borehole passes over the face of the coal seam
in a generally perpendicular direction and such that each
borehole is laterally spaced about 75 feet from neighboring
boreholes. At step 1560, steps 1510-1540 are performed at
new locations to create a second set of boreholes that cross
over the first set of boreholes to form the cable roof support
system. Each of the second set of boreholes passes over the
face of the coal seam at a height that is approximately 5 feet
above the first set of boreholes. At step 1570, mining
equipment is removed from a takedown room that is located
beneath the cable roof support system. At step 1575, the
process 1500 ends.

Although various embodiments of the method and system
of the present invention have been illustrated in the accom-
panying Drawings and described in the foregoing Detailed
Description, it will be understood that the invention is not
limited to the embodiments disclosed, but is capable of
numerous rearrangements, modifications and substitutions
without departing from the spirit of the invention as set forth
herein.

What is claimed is:

1. A system for supporting a roof of a subterranean mine,

the system comprising:

a first plurality of non-linear stabilizing members dis-
posed underground above the roof of the subterranean
mine at a first elevation, the first plurality of non-linear
stabilizing members terminating at a second elevation,
the first plurality of non-linear stabilizing members
having tension applied thereto via a fastener plate
assembly disposed only at a first end of the first
plurality of non-linear stabilizing members;
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a second plurality of non-linear stabilizing members dis-
posed above the roof of the subterrancan mine and
above the first plurality of non-linear stabilizing mem-
bers at a third elevation, the second plurality of non-
linear stabilizing members terminating at a fourth
elevation, the second plurality of non-linear stabilizing
members having tension applied thereto via a fastener
plate assembly disposed only at a first end of the second
plurality of non-linear stabilizing members;

wherein, the first plurality of non-linear stabilizing mem-
bers and the second plurality of non-linear stabilizing
members are arranged to form a mesh; and

wherein weight of the roof of the subterranean mine is
distributed to a surrounding structure via the first
plurality of stabilizing members and the second plural-
ity of stabilizing members.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein:

the first plurality of non-linear stabilizing members com-
prises a first plurality of cables; and

the second plurality of non-linear stabilizing members
comprises a second plurality of cables.

3. The system of claim 2, wherein:

the first plurality of cables are contained within a first
plurality of boreholes; and

the second plurality of cables are contained within a
second plurality of boreholes.

4. The system of claim 2, wherein at least one cable of the
first plurality of cables comprises a plurality of bulbs dis-
posed along a length of the at least one cable.

5. The system of claim 4, wherein the plurality of bulbs
are spaced approximately five feet apart.

6. The system of claim 2, wherein at least one cable of the
second plurality of cables comprises a plurality of bulbs
disposed along a length of the at least one cable.

7. The system of claim 2, wherein at least one cable of the
first plurality of cables and the second plurality of cables is
disposed in an inter-layered fan pattern.

8. The system of claim 2, wherein at least one cable of the
first plurality of cables and the second plurality of cables is
secured via the fastener plate assembly.

9. The system of claim 2, wherein at least one cable of the
first plurality of cables and the second plurality of cables is
secured via a fish hook assembly, the fish hook assembly
comprising an end cap having at least one barb projecting
therefrom.

10. The system of claim 1, wherein:

the first plurality of non-linear stabilizing members com-
prise a first plurality of sacrificial drill rods; and
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the second plurality of non-linear stabilizing members

comprise a second plurality of sacrificial drill rods.

11. The system of claim 10, wherein the first plurality of
sacrificial drill rods and the second plurality of sacrificial
drill rods comprise directional drilling motors.

12. The system of claim 10, wherein at least one sacrificial
drill rod of the first plurality of sacrificial drill rods and the
second plurality of sacrificial drill rods is arranged in an
inter-layered fan pattern.

13. The system of claim 1, wherein the first elevation and
the second elevation are not equal.

14. The system of claim 1, wherein the third elevation and
the fourth elevation are not equal.

15. A method of forming subterranean mineworkings, the
method comprising:

installing a first plurality of non-linear stabilizing mem-

bers in a roof region at a first elevation, the first
plurality of non-linear stabilizing members terminating
at a second elevation;

installing a second plurality of non-linear stabilizing

members in the roof region above the first plurality of
non-linear stabilizing members at a third elevation, the
second plurality of non-linear stabilizing members ter-
minating at a fourth elevation;

tensioning the first plurality of non-linear stabilizing

members and the second plurality of non-linear stabi-
lizing members via a fastener plate assembly disposed
only at a first end of each of the first plurality of
non-linear stabilizing members and the second plurality
of non-linear stabilizing members;

wherein the first plurality of non-linear stabilizing mem-

bers and the second plurality of non-linear stabilizing
members are arranged to form a mesh; and

creating a subterranean mine in a region of earth under-

lying the roof region.

16. The method of claim 15, wherein:

the first plurality of non-linear stabilizing members com-

prises a first plurality of cables; and

the second plurality of non-linear stabilizing members

comprises as second plurality of cables.

17. The method of claim 16, further comprising:

drilling a first plurality of boreholes for placement of the

first plurality of cables therein; and

drilling a second plurality of boreholes for placement of

the second plurality of cables therein.

18. The method of claim 16, further comprising arranging
at least one cable of the first plurality of cables and the
second plurality of cables in an inter-layered fan pattern.

#* #* #* #* #*



